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Recently, the Office of CLRI, in partnership with the Uncrowned Queens Institute, 
launched the Big Sister-Little Sister Dialogues mentoring program. Two junior students 
from each high school were invited to participate in the session which began with a 
restorative circle focusing on self-care and a delicious catered lunch from The Buffalo 
School of Culinary Arts & Hospitality Management (BSCAHM). The distinguished speaker 
for the event was Dr. Callie Johnson, Director of Communications and Community 
Engagement at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. Dr. Johnson spoke to the young women 
about finding their passions, achieving their goals, and staying true to themselves. 
Finally, the scholars engaged in a text engagement activity and guided discussion 
around the reading, The Arrival, by Pulitzer Prize winning author Nikole Hannah-Jones. 
The Little Sisters had many profound insights into the reading, speaking to the missing 
truths that are left out of current curriculums. The Office of CLRI looks forward to the 
powerful impact these young women will make in our community! We are especially 
grateful to Principal BSCAHM Katie Schuta.  Not only did the staff provide a delicious 
meal, but they were gracious hosts as well, offering support for our 30 scholars and 
mentors throughout the day. Thank you to Board Member Sharon Belton-Cottman, who 
was also in attendance and brought words of wisdom to our scholars! 
 

 

 



 

Vaccination Clinic at IPrep 

 
The Buffalo Public Schools continue its diligent efforts to promote and provide COVID-

19 vaccination clinics for BPS families, staff, and surrounding communities. On 

Saturday, November 20th, a total of 208 were vaccinated, including 129 pediatric, 

the highest number to date, during the Saturday Academy at International Preparatory 

Community School. Thank you to Principal Ella Dunne and her team for their 

tremendous responsiveness as hosts!  

The success of this initiative wouldn’t be possible without strong community support. 

We are grateful to Dr. Gale Burstein and Johnathan Shaw of the Erie County 

Department of Health for affording the opportunity to offer BPS clinics for our school 

communities.  

We salute lead partner Jessica Bauer Walker and the Community Health Workers for 

their tremendous public health advocacy and expertise in masterfully connecting the 

dots to ensure for smooth coordination and facilitation. During the clinics, trained 

community health workers simultaneously provide health and wellness conversations 

and other touchpoints via Wellness Our Way (WOW) activities including PPE giveaways, 

composting, recycling demos, healthy taste-testing, smoothie bike, mental health 

support, etc.    

Stay tuned for additional upcoming BPS clinics! 

 
 

 
BPS Alum and NFL Star Steven Means Gives Back to Community  
 
This past Saturday, BPS alum Steven Means, in partnership with Tops Markets, donated 
300 turkeys to International Preparatory School #198 (IPrep).  During their Saturday 
Academy, IPrep distributed the turkeys to families throughout the community in 
preparation for Thanksgiving.  
 
Means graduated from Grover Cleveland High School, now the site of IPrep, in 
2008.  Since graduating, he went on to a successful football career at UB and is 



currently playing in the NFL for the Atlanta Falcons as an outside linebacker.  Means has 
made a name for himself in the NFL as not only a leader on the field but in the 
community as well.  As a part of the Falcons Social Justice Committee, Means works 
towards educating the community on the importance of voter registration.   
 
Buffalo Public Schools sends a big thank you to the entire Steven Means Family and 
Tops Markets for their generous contribution.  Your goodwill has ensured that 300 
families will have a special holiday season.  This is a shining example of what Strong 
Community Schools are all about! 
 

  
 
BUILD #92 
 
This past Saturday at BUILD Community School, BPS #92 - the Saturday Academy 
theme was “Thankful”. Parents, students, and community members participated in 
many educational and recreational activities.  
 
We made DIY thankful banners, thankful story windows, and gifts.  WNY STEM Hub 
taught a “sink or float” lesson, in which participants used aluminum foil to create boats, 
and used pennies to test their hypothesis.  The Niagara Aquarium brought Maggie, a 
twenty-year old friendly turtle, for a visit. Maggie enjoyed being petted.  Families 
learned about Maggie's life span, what she likes to eat, and why her shell is shedding. 
Many junior high students came out to participate in a basketball game while the DJ 
was spinning tunes. Participants also made some delicious treats - caramel apples, 
turkey donuts, and “worms in dirt”.  
 
One very popular activity at BUILD Community School on Saturdays is having a local 
artist.  Mr. Stephen Forman Jr., a Buffalo Public School graduate, demonstrated his 
caricature drawings - one of our most popular and highly attended workshops. 
 
The PTO held their first in-person meeting in the parent room. Ten parents attended to 
discuss the coat drive and the “donuts for dad” event happening at the next Saturday 
Academy on December 11, 2021. In addition, many local agencies came out to table 
and provide resources for our families.    
 
Miss Stubbe's 6th grade girls group worked on their volunteer project. They decorated 
the Tree of Giving with donated hats, gloves, and scarves for the community. 
 
Thanks to Wegmans, we were able to raffle off eleven $25 gift cards for families to use 
for their Thanksgiving dinner!  
 



 

 
 

Native American Resource Program at Lafayette 
 
Also on Saturday, the BPS Native American Resource Program hosted their first Student 
Showcase & Social in collaboration with the Lafayette Community High School Saturday 
Academy.   Students, families and community members enjoyed a morning of Native 
American cultural presentations and activities. Activities included presentations on 
Haudenosaunee songs, instruments, traditional foods, the Thanksgiving Address and 
the Three Sisters. The theme of the event was “Giving Thanks”. Students, families and 
community members learned about the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address and how 
thanks is given throughout the entire year for all the things we have and for all the 
things that sustain us. 
 
The morning also included a presentation in which participants learned about 
Haudenosaunee social songs and the instruments used. Another presentation was 
offered on traditional Haudenosaunee foods where participants learned how to make fry 
bread and had an opportunity to try it. The presentation also discussed the significance 
of the strawberry and participants had an opportunity to try the strawberry drink. 
Everyone had fun making a corn with pony beads and learning about the importance of 
corn and the Three Sisters (corn, beans and squash). The event then ended with a 
Haudenosaunee Social filled with singing and dancing. 
 
The BPS Native American Resource Program has additional events and activities 
planned throughout the school year. Keep an eye open for more information on 
upcoming events and activities. We would love to have you join us. 



 

 
 
Marva J. Daniel Futures Academy #37 
 
At Futures Academy, I met the Rhodes Family, SPED teacher Cheryl Guido, and Say Yes 
Navigator Kirby Briggs (below left); also the fabulousQueens in Training with mentors 
Trinisha Brown and Brandi Morse (below right).  Queens in Training meet every 
Saturday, whether they’re bringing in speakers, or enjoying enriching field trips with the 
girls.  Saturdays are full, fun, family oriented, and fantastic! 
 

   
 

Herman Badillo #76 
 
Our Badillo Community School families were waiting at the door of our school ready to 
enjoy the events this past Saturday. The participation of 152 families created an 
atmosphere of gratitude because they were able to enjoy all the activities planned by 
our teachers from school #76, vendors, and partners from our community. The 
activities were selected based on surveys made to students and families about what 
they would like to do during the Saturday Academy. They included canvas painting, 
slime making, tote bag decoration, flying drones, thankful cards, manicures, cultural 
dances, and many other activities. A music concert presented by the Buffalo String 
Works lit up our auditorium, and many students from different BPS schools exhibited 



their talents and delighted our families with beautiful melodies.  Families went home 
with gifts and raffles given at our academy.  Special thanks to  Say Yes Buffalo, 
Wegmans, Tops and Destiny Church for their donations that helped our families have a 
good time with their loved ones on Thanksgiving! 
 

 
 

 

Enjoy and refresh during your holiday weekend!  Much to be grateful for! 
 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 
 
 
 


